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For the first time, a representative collection of all Bonhoeffer's theological works is available in a

single volume, edited by Bonhoeffer scholars Clifford J. Green and Michael P. DeJonge. The

Bonhoeffer Reader follows on the heels of the newly completed 16-volume Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Works English Edition (DBWE), a major 25-year translation project supported by the International

Bonhoeffer Society and published by Fortress Press. From this massive collection of books,

lectures, articles, letters and sermons, about 800 pages of all Bonhoeffer's key theological writing

have been chosen to reveal his central theological ideas and their development. The Reader is

formatted so that students can easily go back to the original DBWE volumes and all the additional

resources included in them, making it easier than ever to pursue a more comprehensive study of

Bonhoeffer's brilliant theological career.
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I have read many books about Bonhoeffer's life and have come across quotes from many of his

writings, but must confess that I've never actually read much of his writings...his own words.

Fortress Press has made it easy to do that now with their offering of The Bonhoeffer

Reader.According to Michael P. DeJonge, in a Q&A with Patheos Book Club, "The very things that

make DBWE the definitive resource for scholars might not suit the general reader interested in

Bonhoeffer the theologian, the beginning student of Bonhoeffer, or readers of recent Bonhoeffer

biographies who might want to go deeper. The Bonhoeffer Reader is designed for such an



audience. It collects a significant and representative range of Bonhoeffer's theological writings in

one convenient and affordable volume."According to Clifford J. Green, in that same Q&A with

Patheos, the most notable features in the book are: "In one volume, Bonhoeffer's essential

theological writings are collected together. The concise editorial introductions to each of the

selections are invaluable, setting each selection into Bonhoeffer's life and providing historical

context for his writing and its theological significance.Also, the selection of writings in The

Bonhoeffer Reader represents the whole Bonhoefferâ€”his groundbreaking dissertations, his biblical

interpretation (e.g. Discipleship), and his provocative Ethics and theological letters from prison. But

we did not want to overwhelm readers with scholarly details, so we pruned notes with technical

information available in DBWE, and added some notes to further clarify the text. And for those who

wanted to work on the German Church Struggle and the Resistance conspiracy, we provided an

appendix of resources; there's also an extensive bibliography.
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